
  

 

 
  

March 5, 2024 

We drove to our February PROBUS meeting in a 

“balmy” 14 degrees – alas, upon leaving the meeting, 

the temperature had plummeted to less than 5 

degrees. 

105 people were in attendance, including guests. 

Jerome Amlinger, the Management Committee’s 

choice for second Vice President, was sworn into office 

and Bob McBlain introduced 4 new members that were 

inducted into the club. 

Paul Witmer presented his vignette. Work on the family 

farm from his childhood through much of his career has 

led to a talented, varied and highly energetic career 

with contributions to society continuing in retirement. 

 
 

   
 

  

The January Beer tasting activity was reported as a great success and a variety of 

future activities were outlined by their convenors. 

Our guest speaker, David Connolly, was dynamic and positive. David spoke of his 

childhood and more recently of his time at the Drayton Theatre. He was born 

without legs and despite his mother, Maureen, taking him to many doctors, the 

prognosis was for a wheelchair existence. 

His mother would not accept that prognosis and through a chance meeting at a gas 

station, met a Shriner who suggested she take David to the Shriner’s hospital in 

Montreal. Initially she was told that the hospital only treated toddlers. She persisted 

and he was the first infant admitted to the Shriner hospital. With many surgeries 

over the years David was able to walk and even perform with prosthetic legs. 



David is the Associate Artistic Director of Drayton and has been at the helm of 30 

productions. Equally important to him is that he is head of the very active Youth 

Academy. He believes in inclusivity and advocates for all to be included. 

David gave us an awe-inspiring talk and we learned a great deal. 

 . . . Ray Miske, President 

Feel free to forward this newsletter to a friend who may be a prospective future 

member. Consider also providing your friend's email address to Bob McBlain, our 

Membership Chair, for further follow-up. 

 
 

  

  

 
  

Recording of February 28 Meeting 

Click on the button below to view the recording of our meeting. 

David Connolly's presentation starts at the 38:52 minute mark. 

Watch the Meeting Recording  

 

 

Recording of February Vignette 

Click on the button below to view Paul Witmer's vignette. 

Watch the Vignette Recording  

 

 
 

  

  

 
  

https://youtu.be/9EDOoqEOfdg
https://youtu.be/pOFzJ_mfwBc


David Connolly was our Guest Speaker 

David Connoly shared his personal and professional 

experiences with us, and it was both interesting and 

inspiring. 

Ray in his message at the start of this Newsletter, 

outlined how David’s mother through her persistence 

was able to help him overcome his childhood physical 

challenges. David clearly inherited many of his 

mother’s strengths. 

When he was 9 years old, he was singing in a choir 

and by 10 performed his first solo. He knew then that 

theatre would become his vocation. David was also a 

member of the Dutchmen Drum & Bugle Corps. 

In New York, David was the first male amputee to 

perform on Broadway. 

As an Educator, David has been an Adjunct Professor 

and Advisor to the Musical Theatre Performance 

Programs at Sheridan College, Randolph College, St 

Lawrence College, VanderCook College and the 

Hopkins Centre for the Arts at Dartmouth College. 

Now he is the Associate Artistic Director of Drayton 

Entertainment, Director of Education for their Youth 

Academy and Co-Chair of their Equity, Diversity, 

Inclusion (EDI) Committee. 

 
 

  

  

   
 

  

David's background and interests are a perfect fit with the Drayton Entertainment 

family. Not only is David a skilled entertainer, but he is devoted to the development 

of children, youth and adults through the youth academy and an active Disability 

and Inclusion Advocate. 

A vacant industrial building was turned into the Academy facility during COVID 

where technical staff were readily available due to the absence of live productions. 

https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075208


The Youth Academy offers various programs to promote the arts and develop life 

skills. There are programs for kids, youth, teens, adults, and families. 

Youth camps are held through the year. They have grown from one academy 

location to all Drayton Theatre locations. 

Each year students from various high schools come together to put on a musical 

production. About 50 students did a production of Footloose and just completed a 

sold out 2-week run. 

There are programs for teachers to develop skills in teaching drama. There is even 

a multi generational choir. 

David answered several questions from a very appreciative and supportive 

PROBUS audience. 

You can view his entire presentation by clicking on the “Watch the Meeting 

Recording” button above. His presentation starts at the 38:52 minute mark. 

You can also check out the "Drayton Entertainment Youth Academy" website, just 

click on this sentence. 

 
 

  

  

 
  

Vignette Paul Witmer 

Paul was born, raised and lived in the Cambridge area 

his entire life. Attended a 2-room public school, GCI, 

and the University of Guelph where he received a 

BS(Agr). 

He purchased the family farm and developed a pure-

bred Holstein herd, sold breeding stock and produced 

milk. Research trials were conducted on the farm in 

conjunction with the Ontario Agricultural College. 

The farm east of Franklin Blvd was sold in 1988 and 

another was purchased west of Cambridge. For about 

10 years Paul raised emus and did cash cropping. 

About the same time, he ran a program to promote soil 

and nutrient conservation on farms. This encouraged 

  

  

https://www.draytonentertainmentyouthacademy.com/
https://www.draytonentertainmentyouthacademy.com/
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075208


farmers to try, and implement, new techniques on their 

farms. 

About 25 years ago, he was hired as farm manager for 

a neighbour and continues in that role today. He was 

developing a high-end equestrian business and 

showing horses all over N America and Europe. 

As the horse business grew, they sold their farm to the 

neighbor for his expansion, and built a bungalow on 

Alps Rd where they still live today. 

 
 

  

   
 

  

The horse venture was phased down and 5 years ago the massive barns were 

converted to a cannabis facility. High quality medical grade cannabis produced 

there is now being mostly exported to Australia, Israel, Germany and Portugal, with 

smaller amounts being sold locally. 

Paul and Mary had met at the U of G and have been married 50 years. They raised 

2 girls and a boy; and have been blessed with 7 grandchildren, 2 girls and 5 boys 

ranging in age from 7 to 17. 

Paul has led and been in many committees with Rotary, church and farming. His 

hobbies include e biking, reading, traveling, watching grandkids sports, and working 

on his G Scale Model Railroad. 

 
 

  

  

 
  

Induction of New Members 



   
 

  

  

Ian Cromarty sponsored by Mike Jeans 

Ian grew up primarily in the west end of Toronto. Post secondary education was in 

Chemical Technology, majoring in Metallurgy at Ryerson Polytechnical Institute. 

Upon graduation, he joined Babcock & Wilcox Canada as their Process 

Metallurgist, with the intent to gain experience and move on. However, the 

challenge, variety, and the people, some of whom have become lifelong friends, 

meant that he stayed at Babcock. 

Eventually, Ian did move on to work as a consultant developing manufacturing 

plans for small modular reactors. Finally at Aecon Engineering he developed plans 

for piping modules for their first nuclear project in the USA. 

Ian is widowed and has two children (one in Cambridge, the other in Vancouver) 

and four grandchildren. 

He enjoys golf, travel, dancing, gardening, and socializing, but hiking is big for Ian. 

He has done treks in Scotland and France and in April with will have 18 days of 

hiking in the Azores. 

 
 

  



  

Fred Fraser sponsored by John Chapman 

Although born in Toronto, Fred has lived most of his 81 years here in 

Cambridge/Galt.  

Shortly after GCI came the Hamilton Institute of Technology from which he 

graduated as a Mechanical Engineering Technologist. 

Fred worked at Amcan Diecastings (Hamilton), Canada Machinery Corporation, 

Bundy Sinterings, Massey Ferguson, Custom Aluminum Foundry formed and finally 

Raymond Corporation (Brantford) where after 16 years of service he retired. 

Fred and his wife Josephine have travelled extensively over the years and continue 

to do so.  

Other interests include golf, 5-pin bowling, and canoeing with the Ancient Mariners 

who also have an art group with whom he paints in acrylics. He is also a 

woodcarver of merit. 

He has a passion for old British cars and his pride and joy is a fully restored 1958 

Morris Minor 1000 that he rescued from a barn.  

 
 

  

  

Gord Hunter sponsored by Ray Miske 

Gord was raised in Dundas and attended McMaster University while living at home. 

He has lived in Cambridge (first Hespeler and then Galt) for 52 years.  



Gord and his wife Jan lived one year in Tillsonburg and then spent two years in 

Kapuskasing, which for some teachers was a rite of passage both for the adventure 

and to be some distance from their families. 

He retired from the Waterloo public board of education as a secondary school vice 

principal after 56 years.  

Gord and Jan have four sons.  

 
 

  

  

Earle Norman sponsored by Norm Steele 

Earle graduated from GCI. He began his apprenticeship in Plumbing in 1974 

working for D.E. Witmer.  

Eleven years later, Earle struck out on his own, running his business until 

retirement in 2016. 

He spent most of his life in the Sheffield/Branchton area, but with a recent move, he 

now calls St George home.  

He has two daughters and a couple of grandkids. 

His interests include canoeing, skating, playing music, and pickleball. 

 
 

  

  

 
  

Patrick Gaskin, President and CEO of 

Cambridge Memorial Hospital will be our 

Guest at the March meeting 

Patrick Gaskin will be interviewed by member Miles 

Lauzon - a hospital board member and past-president 

of our club. 

  

https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075208


Cambridge Memorial Hospital is our vibrant full service, 

acute care hospital committed to providing exceptional 

health care to the communities of Cambridge, North 

Dumfries and the region of Waterloo with a mission to 

"create healthier communities, together." The hospital 

employs over 1,500 staff, 265 physicians and over 300 

volunteers. 

Miles would like your suggestions for possible 

questions to ask Patrick Gaskin. Please send your 

input to nozualam@gmail.com before March 17th. 

 
 

   
 

  

  

 
  

March Vignette 

Vignette presentations are a long-standing tradition in 

PROBUS that are an important part of enabling us to 

get to know something about our new members and 

broadening our network of PROBUS colleagues. 

David Menary will share his background and past 

experiences with us when he presents his vignette at 

our next meeting. 

 . . . Mike Jeans, Vignette Chair 

 
 

   
 

  

  

 
  

Member News: 

We like to recognize our members when they are in the news. If you know about a 

member and their recent accomplishments, please advise our newsletter editor 

Paul Tunks at paul.tunks@sympatico.ca 

In December’s PROBUS newsletter we recognized Dave Ottenbrite for Galt Jazz. 

We also recognized Dave Menary for being enshrined in the builders category of 

the Cambridge Sports Hall of Fame. 

mailto:nozualam@gmail.com
mailto:paul.tunks@sympatico.ca
mailto:paul.tunks@sympatico.ca
http://www.galtjazz.com/
https://www.cambridgetimes.ca/news/mountaineer-and-former-reporter-big-winners-at-cambridge-athlete-of-the-year-awards/article_1e821466-54d2-5c6c-9cc1-ae19274466fa.html
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075208


This month we are recognizing Dan Clements, Bob Howison and Keith Rivers for 

their work as founders and leaders of Citizens for Cambridge. 

 
 

  

Citizens for Cambridge is a volunteer-based 

organization dedicated to harnessing the passion, 

ingenuity and commitment of Cambridge citizens to 

support the development of a better community for all. 

They work together with all levels of government and 

agencies on such topics as affordable housing, 

Cambridge LRT, homelessness, the drug crisis, and 

more. 

 
 

   
 

  

One example involves the development of Cambridge Neighbourhood Table. This 

meant securing startup funding in partnership with Kinbridge Community 

Association, who now operate the Cambridge Neighbourhood Table at three 

locations on three nights a week, every week, year-round.   

Here’s a good feature on the group that appeared in Cambridge Today. 

If you’d like to stay connected with what they are up to, you can subscribe to 

receive their occasional emails on their web site. 

Congratulations are due to Dan, Bob and Keith on your good work, keep it up! 

 
 

  

  

 
  

ACTIVITIES 

Register for activities online or sign up for assistance at our next meeting. 

 
 

  

Lunch and Beer Tasting 

We had a great event with 26 in attendance (20 members plus guests). Joey and 

Tina were wonderful hosts. 

Geoff, the brew master, was informative and gave us a tour of the brewery where 

the magic happens. 

Everyone enjoyed tasting new beers and leaning about them. 

http://www.citizensforcambridge.org/
https://www.cambridgetoday.ca/local-news/cambridge-neighbourhood-table-offers-free-meal-and-sense-of-belonging-7170636
https://www.cambridgetoday.ca/rooted/citizens-for-cambridge-seeks-solutions-to-city-problems-8130334
http://www.citizensforcambridge.org/
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075208


   
 

  

Cambridge Community Players - The 
Mousetrap 

Join us April 6th and bring a guest for a world-famous 

play performed by our own Cambridge Community 

Players. The Mousetrap is the world's longest running 

play! 

Registration deadline is March 27th. 

Prior to the play, at noon, we will have lunch in a 

private room at the theatre followed by a short history 

of Galt Little Theater/Cambridge Community Players 

and then talk with Mallory Carson, the director.  

 
 

  

CCP The Mousetrap 
Registration  

 

 
 

  

   
 

  

https://probuscambridge.org/event-5555283
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5555283
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075208


  

Other Upcoming 2024 Activities: 

Register online or sign up for assistance at our next meeting. 

 
 

  

Mohawk Raceway, with dinner, May 25 

Toronto Blue Jays vs Baltimore Orioles bus trip and optional dinner, June 6 

Dunnville Grand River Cruise, with lunch, Blazing Fiddles and river cruise, July 24 

Golf Tournament at Puslinch Lake Golf Club, August 21 

Warren Stauch Bus Tour, September 

Hamilton Theatre, with lunch, tour, talk and matinee, October 

Billiards Tournament at Chicago Billiards, November 15 

Christmas Gala at Galt Country Club, December 6 

 
Ongoing Activities: 

Billiards Club, 3rd Friday monthly year round Chicago Billiards at the delta 

Trivia Contest, 3rd Wednesday each month on Zoom Sept to June 

Bridge Club, Tuesday every 2 weeks Sept to June 

 
 

  

Visit here for more information about all Activities  

 

 
 

  

  

 
  

https://probuscambridge.org/event-5556043
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5505178
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5532771
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5556313
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5600305
https://probuscambridge.org/event-4708342
https://probuscambridge.org/event-4110026
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075113
https://www.probuscambridge.org/activities


   
 

  

Check out the latest PROBUS Global Newsletter. 

PROBUS Global March 2024 Newsletter 

 

 
  

  

 
  

You are receiving this email because you are a club member or have expressed an interest in the past. 

PROBUS Club of Cambridge 
P.O. Box 22011, Water Street RO 

Cambridge, Ontario N1R 3E0 
 

info@probuscambridge.org 
probuscambridge.org 

Unsubscribe 
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